MEMORANDUM

To:

SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

From:

Jason D. Henry, District Superintendent

Re:

Tuesday Afternoon Update

Date:

March 24, 2020

Here are some school-related updates/reminders since my last note to you.
School Cleaning Process
On Monday of this week, our school custodians finished the sanitizing, deep-cleaning
process in the main building. They are now working on our other, separate buildings.
Food Distribution
•
•
•

•

•
•

Food distribution (1 package; breakfast & lunch) began on Monday, March 23,
2020.
Food will be distributed each day from 10:30 AM – 11:15 AM.
Food distribution sites are as follows:
o Sesser Park
Housing Area
o Gilbert Funeral Home
Bates Campground/Stringers
o Blue Bird Café
If you previously signed your child(ren) up for our food distribution and no
longer want/need to participate, please call the school and update our food
distribution personnel. We don’t want to waste food that isn’t picked up at the
distribution sites.
All children 18 years of age or younger are eligible for food.
Head Cook Robin Hottensen and ACR Supervisor Nick Wingo are coordinating
our food distribution program. When time permits, please encourage them as they
work to help our district’s families.

Continuity of Learning
This week, district staff members began working to distribute remote-learning
activities/materials for students. This part of the process is challenging, and our staff
members are meeting that challenge. Yesterday, our office staff began contacting every
household in the District to determine if our students have access to 1) internet service,
and 2) an electronic device that is suitable for teaching/learning. As our staff members
begin providing instruction remotely, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office if
your child(ren) need hard copies of materials or if you have any questions/concerns. We
are here to serve our students, and we’ll help you do your part of home-based learning.
Connection
Even though learning is very important, our biggest emphasis over the next few
days/weeks is keeping connected with our students. Although we can’t be with them
every day as usual, we want to make sure that our students know that:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

We’re here for them;
We’re taking care of adult-size problems;
They don’t have to worry—adults will take care of them;
We want what’s best for them; and
We love them very much!

Over the next few days, please convey those simple facts to them for us as much as
possible.
You can help us expand how we convey that message, too. Here’s how—a small group
of our staff members are working to establish social media messages to help encourage
and support the SV196 community during this unusual time. To help us in that endeavor,
please post photos, funny things your children say while at home, videos, resources, and
other school-connected topics on social media platforms, and use the hashtags
“#maroonstrongertogether” and “#ILschoolsstepup.”
Additionally, as your child(ren) begin their remote-learning, please share photos &
stories on social media using the hashtags shown above. Your experience and process
might help others who have questions/concerns or are feeling overwhelmed. We will get
through this together!
Make a Plan
The most frequent question I’ve received since Friday is, “Do you think we’ll come back
to school on April 8th?” The best answer I have is, “I don’t know.” What I am sure of is
this—now is the time to make a contingency plan for your family. Now is the time to
make childcare arrangements, just-in-case.

